Plan Commission 

Monday, October 14, 2013 – 6:30 p.m.

Amundson Community Center – Senior Room
200 Spring Street, Cambridge, WI 

Public Hearing Minutes
1. Call to Order / Roll Call:  Chairman Christianson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Members present:  Commissioners Michalski, Cunningham, Anderson, and Chairman Christianson.  Members excused:  Commissioners Dake, Milsap and Isermann.  Others present:  Lisa Moen, Village Staff; Mike Fenley, Fenley Total Inspections; Steve Struss, Village President; Marty O’Connor, At Home Again; Charles Geimer; Charles Fiesel.
2. Proof of Posting:  The agenda was posted in the upper and lower levels of the Amundson Community Center, Cambridge Post Office, Cambridge News Office, Cambridge State Bank, Village Web Site, Published in the Cambridge News and sent to neighboring property owners.
3. Public hearing re: request by the Village of Cambridge to rezone parcel number 111-0612-121-2004-9, located at 200 E. Madison Street, from Industrial to R-H, Residential-High Density Single Family for the purpose of a senior living complex:  As per our economic development plan, the village is looking at selling this property for use as a senior living complex.  It is currently zoned as industrial, the village would need to change the zoning to R-H to accommodate a senior living complex.  The Plan Commission will be holding a public hearing on changing our Comprehensive Plan on November 11, 2013, as that plan also has this land slated as industrial.  RFPs have gone out and At Home Again has come in with a proposal for the land.  As this moves forward, the Plan Commission will be looking at any specific developer agreements and plans.  Marty O’Connor from At Home Again was present.  They are looking at a 24 unit, 28 bed, assisted living CBRF for the first phase.  This would be a 7-8 month construction period.  He mentioned that they would like to see the Village vacate the portion of Madison Street leading into the property and instead making it a private drive going in. Steve Struss thanked At Home Again for their patience during this process.  There were some things buried on the site that need to be cleaned up before construction can begin.  Terry Gorman will remediate.  We are also working on a grant from the state for cleanup of the site.  The well that is located on the site will be abandoned.  There was some discussion about splitting the parcel and the Village keeping a portion of it as a conservancy.  If we would do this, we would need to have a survey done to split the parcel and go through the process to split it.  We could then rezone our portion.  At Home Again may, at some point in the future, look at splitting the parcel up well.  They would have the assisted living on separate parcels from the independent living.  At this point we will continue on the planned rezone of the whole parcel to R-H.
4. Adjournment of public hearing:  Commissioner Cunningham made a motion to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Michalski.  Motion carried.  Chairman Christianson adjourned the meeting at 6:48 p.m.
Minutes
1. Call to Order / Roll Call:  Chairman Christianson called the meeting to order at 6:         p.m.  Members present:  Commissioners Michalski, Cunningham, Anderson, and Chairman Christianson.  Members excused:  Commissioners Dake, Milsap and Isermann.  Others present:  Lisa Moen, Village Staff; Mike Fenley, Fenley Total Inspections;Steve Struss, Village President; Marty O’Connor, At Home Again; Charles Geimer; Charles Fiesel.

2. Proof of Posting:  The agenda was posted in the upper and lower levels of the Amundson Community Center, Cambridge Post Office, Cambridge News Office, Cambridge State Bank, Village Web Site.

3. Approve Minutes from Plan Commission Meeting on September 9, 2013:  Commissioner Cunningham made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Commissioner Anderson.  Motion carried.
4. Public Appearances: Charles Feisel was present.  He gave a brief description of what their company does.  They recently purchased the Prescott Mall.  He is proposing a door opening in the side of the building opening up onto the Village owned park/fountain area. This door would be approximately 20 feet in and would protrude about 5 feet, with the landing and steps.  He does already have permits to add bathrooms in the building as well re-do two entrances in the front of the building.  In addition to housing his business, he will be having Ward Mercantile housed in the building.  This would give the opportunity to house 6-7 new merchants.  There was discussion about possible Village or Chamber signage or banners on the side of the building or public art.  We need to look at and consider easements, the tiles, how salt would affect them, maintenance.  We will look to see if we have some type of easement or agreement with Burgundy and check with Mary if there are any legal issues.  Questions were raised if there is a difference between businesses opening up onto Village sidewalks versus a Village park space, if an agreement could be made regarding electricity and maintenance.  This will be placed on the next agenda. 
Trustee Cunningham made a motion to take item number 6.A. before item 5 A, seconded by Chairman Christianson, motion carried.
5. Old Business – Discussion and Possible recommendation regarding:

A. Clarification on 17.04.090 and 17.92.010 B6:  definitions of yards:  At the previous meeting, it was discussed that we have found numerous inconsistencies in our definitions of corner lots.  Mike Fenley has provided a sample of a corner lot ordinance.  Mike suggested that in our ordinance 17.04.090 we change the definition of Yard, Corner Side to the following:
Yard, Corner Side.  “Corner side yard” means a side yard which adjoins a public street.  In the case of a corner lot, any yard that is not a front yard is considered a side yard.
Commissioner Cunningham made a motion to recommend drafting a change to our ordinance17.04.090 to include the previous language, seconded by Commissioner Michalski.  Motion carried.  Lisa Moen will draft this change.

6. New Business - Discussion and Possible recommendation regarding:
A.  Cat kennel ordinance:  The Village offices were contacted by Charlie Geimer regarding the possibility of opening a cat kennel for cats with feline leukemia within the Village.  Our ordinances do include dog kennels, but does not address cat kennels.  Dog kennels do need to be in agricultural zoned areas.  R-L zoning does permit home occupations.  In discussing this with Mike Fenley, it was felt that the Plan Commission should provide some input and guidance to the Village Licensing Committee before they look at this issue.  The Geimers currently have three cats with feline leukemia.  They work with the Dane County Friends of Ferals and would like to create a kennel to foster other cats with the disease. They would like to be allowed to house an additional six cats.  Cats with this disease usually have an average life span of 3 years after diagnosis.  It is contagious to other cats, but not humans or other animals.  They do leash train their cats, they are kept inside – when taken out they are either on a leash or in a carrier.  The question of litter was raised.  Once the disease is exposed to air it dissipates.  Lisa will check with other municipalities if there are sample ordinances available.  The Commission did recommend to the Licensing Committee that a maximum number of 6 cats be considered, as well as security measures, the handling of the cats, security measures, and to make the language very specific.  Lisa will work with Charlie to come up with some draft language.
7. Any other such business that can legally be brought before the Committee for consideration on future agendas/questions or comments for staff:
A. Public Hearing and Possible Recommendation on amendment to the Comprehensive Plan for Madison Street property
B. Action and Possible recommendation on rezoning request for Madison Street property
C. Fiesel proposal for Prescott Mall

D. Inquiry regarding changing the Village Motel into low income housing:  The Village is working with the County on cleaning up this property and the uses of it.  The Village was approached about possibly turning it into low income housing.  They were told to submit a proposal to the Village for review.  
8. Adjournment of Regular Meeting: Commissioner Christianson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Cunningham.  Motion carried.  Chairman Christian adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa Moen, Village Clerk / Plan Commission Sec.

