Plan Commission 

Monday, February 24, 2014 – 6:30 p.m.

Amundson Community Center – Senior Room
200 Spring Street, Cambridge, WI 

Minutes
A. Call to Order / Roll Call:  Chairman Christianson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Members present:  Commissioners Isermann, Michalski, Anderson, Milsap and Chairman Christianson.  Members excused:  Commissioner Dake, Cunningham.  Others present:  Lisa Moen, Village Clerk; Linda Begley-Korth, Acting Village Administrator/Economic Development Coordinator; Steve Struss, Village President; Frank Peregrine, Jeff Kossman and Bill Ranguette.

B. Proof of Posting:  The agenda was posted in the upper and lower levels of the Amundson Community Center, Cambridge Post Office, Cambridge News Office, Cambridge State Bank and the Village Web Site.
C. Approve Minutes from Plan Commission Meeting on January 13, 2014:  Commissioner Anderson       made a motion to approve the minutes of January 13, 2014, seconded by Commissioner Milsap.  Motion carried.
D. Public Appearances:None
E. Old Business – None
F. New Business – 
A. Developer’s Agreement on HWY 134 land:  We are currently working on the developer’s agreement and are nearly there.  Addressing issues such as the sale of the land, development issues, the winery as well as the housing development.  At this point, the developers would like to see a firm commitment from the Village that we are serious about moving on with the project.  This is needed for them in their financial dealings.  We have met with staff from CARPC and they were impressed with the project.  We will be doing a preliminary presentation to the CARPC Board on March 12.  This is a partnership and we are looking for creative financing options with safeguards for the Village.    Bill Ranguette presented the updated plans and timelines for the residential development.  They are hoping to start moving dirt in August.  Lot prices will be between $55,000 and $90,000.  Family homes will be in the range of $225,000 to $275,000 and estate homes will be in the $400,000 and up range.  Deed restrictions will be included in the developer’s agreement.  They do have a $90,000 3 year marketing budget for the housing development and would like to get the development into the Parade of Homes.  They have had some interest in some of the estate homes as well as the condos.  The hope is that by year 5 there will be a market value of $22 million.  Frank Peregrine provided an update on the winery.  Ultimately there would be 30 acres of vines with 3 full time jobs.  It takes 4-5 years for the first harvest, with ¾ tons of grapes per acre at maturity.  They are hoping to plant the first 3-5 acres this spring (April to May is the prime planting season) and begin building the winery in the fall, spring of 2015 in the worst case scenario.  They are looking at planting hay in the unused areas.  Ultimately they would like to produce 20,000 cases of wine a year.  This would include the purchase of grapes from other growers as well.   The building will include the winery and a tasting room.  There will be patios facing the vineyard and a possible event center.  The will be small plates/specialty plates and a pizza oven.  In all, 60% of the entire development will remain green space.
The village and the developers will be meeting again later this week, with the goal of finishing the agreement.  Once competed, we will forward it to PC members for their review.  It would then be on the March 10 PC agenda for final action.

Commissioner Milsap made a motion to recommend to the Village Board that the project be pursued, second by Commissioner Michalski.  Motion carried.  After futher discussion,
Commissioner Isermann, offered an amended motion to read:  The Plan Commission recommends to the Village Board that the project be pursued and recommends continued contract negotiations to create a financial structure agreeable to the Village and also meets the approvals of the Village Attorney, Engineer and Public Works Superintendent, seconded by Commissioner Milsap.  Motion carried.

Adjourn to closed session per 19.85(1) 19.85(1)(e)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session:  Item Tabled .
G. Any other such business that can legally be brought before the Committee for consideration on future agendas/questions or comments for staff:
1. March 10 is the next meeting, the goal is to take final action on the Developer’s Agreement
H. Adjournment of Regular Meeting:  Commissioner Milsap made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Michalski.  Motion carried.  Chairman Christianson adjourned the February 24, 2014 Plan Commission meeting at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa Moen, Village Clerk / Plan Commission Sec.

